
 

 Association Meeting Notes for Tuesday, January 17, 2012 
 
Members present: Rob Cooper, Kent Addis, Paul Bartley, Todd Giddings, Jim Gazza, Bill 
Sharpe, Barbara Fisher, Bob Carline, Bob Eberhart, Bob Donaldson, Nick Schipanski, and 
Jennifer Shuey 

Guests: Kirk Swanson and Mike Schmidt 

 

1. Guests Kirk Swanson, Pennsylvania Director of Development for the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation, and Mike Schmidt introduced themselves.  

2. Kristen Saacke Blunk presented the results of the membership survey. 

Results of the survey are available 
at https://www.surveymonkey.com/sr.aspx?sm=CAKHW1nJ3Ae5MNpkTuJCRIRR0ydXNkDU
A7EfnXXf6aI_3d     

In summary: 21 members responded to the survey. Approximately ¾  of respondents 
believe the Association is accomplishing its overall mission to at least a moderate extent 
while a fifth of the respondents feel it is only minimally accomplishing its mission. Most 
respondents feel the Association is at least moderately increasing public awareness of 
issues, measuring watershed quality and increasing interorganizational cooperation. At 
least half of respondents believe the Association is not doing an adequate job of maximizing 
public involvement and participation, developing and implementing a future vision, and 
promoting business and economic development that supports the Associations mission. 
Respondents were generally satisfied with the meeting structure but 40% would prefer a 
different time. Most popular topics respondents would like to see discussed were 
comprehensive planning, resource protection areas, source water protection, and the 
Spring Creek USGS study, among others.  The most frequently indentified opportunity for 
the Association was public education and facilitating intergovernmental and 
interorganizational cooperation. The most frequently identified concern was lack of public 
attendance for meetings/events and lack of resources for accomplishing projects. The most 
frequently identified idea for change was meeting at a different time, specifically later in 
the day or non-working hours, and developing a consistent vision.   

Present members decided to keep present meeting time and structure for regular business 
meetings but will attempt to schedule speakers/topics of wide community interest at a 
venue and time selected for maximum attendance.  

Discussion turned to potential speakers and topics:  
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• R. John Dawes will present to the February 21 meeting on the Chesapeake Commons 
Tool. 

• The March 20 Association meeting will feature John Fulton from USGS to discuss 
Nittany Valley GSFLOW model. Time will be normal Association meeting time. The 
discussion will be presented the following evening at the Commission. An additional 
community-wide presentation may be explored for a later date.  

• Barbara suggested a speaker on the topic of a greenspace fund for watershed 
resource protection. 

• A Spring Creek historical perspective featuring Bob Hazelton and Bob Carline.   

 

3. The next meeting of the Association will be February 21, 2012 at 7:30 am.  

 

 

 


