
Spring Creek Watershed Association minutes 

March 15, 2016 

 

New chair, Bill Sharp, takes over for Judi Sittler. 

 

Attendees:  Bob Donaldson, Autumn Radle, Adrienne Gemberling, Bill Sharp, Judi Sittler, Dave 

Smith, Betsie Blumberg, Barb Fisher, Bob Eberhart, Jennifer Williams (PSU), Mike Schmidt, Ann 

Donovan, Michelle Halsell, Barbara Newell, Rob Cooper.  PSU students: Matt Ali, Lucy Chen, 

Nathan Lynott, Maddy Nyblade, Gina Sarkawi, Kassidy Ulmer, Stephen Williamson, Wenzo Lin, 

with Dr. Lee Kump. 

 

Educational Presentation 

Dr. Kump, along with eight of his students presented data collected along Spring Creek during 

geochemistry lab class between 2004 – 2016.  They presented pH, alkalinity, rock types, 

conductivity.  Spring Creek park has highest alkalinity.  Galbraith Gap and Chester Co. Camp 

lowest.  The focus of the analyses is to relate changes in the pH and alkalinity (buffering 

capacity) of the water to changes in rock type exposed in the watershed.  The students also 

analyzed nitrate and sulfate concentrations in an effort to assess the impacts of human 

activities (agriculture, wastewater release, road construction, etc.) on water quality.  Nitrate 

and Sulfate concentrations over time were presented.  High concentrations at Fisherman’s 

Paradise.  Spring Creek and air temperature seasonal change was presented.  Water sources 

included groundwater flow through carbonate rocks and springs, rainwater, agriculture runoff, 

runoff from impervious surfaces, waste water treatment,  

Decrease in sulfate concentration along Buffalo run since I99 (skytop) hillside has been capped.  

Conclusions: Bedrock influences water chemistry; carbonate bedrock helps buffer pH changes; 

contamination is added to Spring Creek; Buffalo Run has high sulfate levels possibly because of 

Skytop.  [The presentation will be put up on the SCWA website.] 

Water Monitoring by Centre County PA Senior Environmental Corps –                              

Summary by Betsie Blumberg: 

Group of about 60 seniors who have a specific, regular, stream site assignment in various 

locations throughout the watershed.  They go out each month to test the stream on various 

chemistry and physical characteristics.  The data goes back to 2002.   They do not have a lab so 

they make best attempts at making equipment and calibration equal.  Twice a year they sample 

and record the macro invertebrates type and number.  Only two of the teams take samples of 

the sites near shale gas locations.  The samples from the gas drilling areas are sent, for analysis, 

to Lock Haven University.  Samples are also sent to PSU to test for methane.  Equipment is 

provided by Nature Bounds in Clearfield.  The larger grants to fund PASEC come from DEP.  The 

group is housed at ClearWater.  Several local organizations help to support PASEC.  They have a 

website which houses all the data collected.  www.ccpasec.org   

 

 

http://www.ccpasec.org/


Association Business:   

a.  Atlas Progress Report – Each person on the workgroup is in a committee.  Next meeting 

is March 24, 1pm in the library of the Patton Township Bldg.  Issue of note taker is being 

reviewed.  Barbara Newell wants to concentrate on her committee and not take notes.  

Denny Hameister, Deb Nardone, Bob Donaldson, Bill Sharp, Bob Vierck, Judi Sittler, have 

been meeting to discuss the possibility of hiring an Americorps intern to assist in Atlas 

work as well as note taking and coordination for both the Spring Creek Watershed 

Commission and the Association.   

b. Spring Creek Watershed Association Celebration Discussion – The International 

Stewardship Countryside Exchange came to State College at the invitation of 

ClearWater, 20 years ago.  We have “stayed the course” and think that we should 

celebrate the forming of the Assoc. and Commission.  Maybe Otto’s or a picnic.  We 

have a record of the original visit, photos, memorabilia.  The International Exchange 

lead us to the idea of organizing around the watershed, as opposed to municipalities or 

a valley, for example.  We would invite the Commission to participate in celebratory 

plans.   

Partner Updates: 

Autumn Radle - Nutrient management discussion have been initiated.  Fee paid by developers is 

one possibility, to manage nutrients. (nutrient trading concept is being floated.)  Rob Cooper 

added the MS4 participants have had a meeting on the subject.  Sediment is being considered 

as something to control to get n & p in control.   

Adrienne Gemberling – Watershed Clean-up Day is April 23, 8am – noon.   Appalachian 

Outdoors event at the store.  April 1, 6-8pm.  Refreshments and give-aways.  Proceeds go to the 

clean-up day with ClearWater and the Little Juniata River Assoc. clean-up.   

Bill Sharp – April 10 Earth Day at Millbrook Marsh; Garden Starters kicking off its 6th season.  

Barb Fisher was very instrumental in the Garden Starters beginning. 

Judi Sittler – The Spring Creek Chapter of Trout Unlimited has their fundraising banquet April 

16th at the Mtn. View Country Club.  We welcome your participation.  On June 12, the TU 

chapter will invite the public to a “Get Outdoors Family Fishing Picnic” at the Tussey Mtn. Ski 

Area pond.  It coincides with National Get Outdoors Day.  Partners include ClearWater, YMCA, 

Harris Township, YSB. 

Barb Fisher – Inviting everyone to participate in the Atlas project workgroup meetings.  Next 

one March 24 at 1pm at Patton Township library. 

Ann Donovan – Re. agriculture, PA not going to meet nitrogen and sediment requirements but 

will meet them in phosphorous. Probably because of ban on phosphates in soaps.  DEP is 

requiring a written plan from the farmers.  They are holding meetings for the farmers to help 

with written plans.   

Barbara Newell – March 22  “World Water Day” declared by United Nations. 



April 25, 5 – 7 pm.  At State College Borough building.  Sustainable Communities students will 

put up displays. 

 

 


