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Notes 
 
Attendees: Bob Donaldson, Autum Radle, Ann Donovan, Adrienne 
Gemberling, Bill Sharp, Rob Cooper, Judi Sittler, Barb Fisher, Bob Eberhart, 
Tim Kelsey, Mike Schmidt, Todd Giddings, Barbara Newell 
 
Tim Kelsey, Ph.D. PSU professor of Agricultural Economics.  Explained the 
structure of his job and how classes are structured.  Students can go on to 
areas of law, or international work, or domestic conservation organizations.  
Students ask for “real world” experiences.  Discussed opportunities to 
collaborate with the SCWA and the Community, Environment & Development 
(CED) major.   
 
Discussed the survey that Tim’s class did for our Assoc.  Take away of survey 
was homeowners not knowing who to go to for help with their streamside 
property.  Autumn described a project the students did with the planning 
commission.  The question was raised of how to interact with the students 
because they don’t necessarily know what level of quality to send to a 
“client.”  Helped students know that when they are working with a “client” 
(our local organizations), they must put their best product forward. 
 
CED students have the opportunity to gain knowledge and experience to 
tackle issues realted to the environment and development, at global, regional, 
and local levels.  Actively engage in research, public outreach, international 
and domestic study and internships.   
 
Sometimes, a student from this program is interested in an internship, paid or 
not paid.  Especially in the summer.  Students interested in facilitation and 
presentation processes.  A possibility for working with a student.  Needs 2-3 
months prior to a class starting, in order to plan on a project proposal for the 
students.  The same time line for proposing an internship.   
 



 
 
Students can do basic demographic date, surveys to determine best uses of 
park areas, or how to re-purpose a piece of land that was previously used for 
something else.  The Atlas project would be a great fit for providing an 
opportunity to have students cooperate with the Atlas committee to produce 
pages for the Atlas.  Both Dr. Kelsey and Dr. Kate Zipp have done projects 
related to the work being done for the Atlas.   
 
Assoc. Business: 
- Todd Giddings brought up the presentation given to the Atlas committee 

by Renee Swanser, re. bio-solids application.  We must correct the wording 
of the Assoc’s April minutes to strike the wording of “bio-hazard” because 
it is inaccurate and inflammatory.  It was so moved to correct and strike 
the inaccurate wording.   

- Bob Eberhart moved to call the notes, Minutes, and we add review of 
minutes to agenda and approve the minutes each month. Motion 
approved.   Todd Giddings made motion to accept April minutes as 
corrected.  Sittler seconded.  So moved.   

- Atlas report by Bob Donaldson:  They have several local experts lined up to 
do “pages” for the Atlas to be submitted to the committee.  Three are on 
the Atlas website.  Bob Vierck (TU), Bob Carline article, and Todd Giddings 
“pages” are already on the Atlas site.  Some in process are Bob Hazelton, 
Steve Sywensky, Bryan Swistock, and others.   
Todd G. reported that he put up a review of the Atlas website during the 
Groundwater Symposium.  He got positive feedback.   
Bryan Swistock’s presentation could be put in Atlas.   
Next Atlas meeting the 25th (Wed) 1 pm at Patton Township 

- AmeriCorps progress: Application in process and to be submitted May 20th. 
- Celebration Update: committee (Sittler, Sharp, Fisher, Gemberling) met to 

do planning.  We are celebrating 20 years since Stewardship met for the 
first time.  Sept. 10th will be the date.  Millbrook Marsh barn.   
Noon – 3 pm.  Discussed having major organizations put together collage 
of what that organization has done in the past 20 years to conserve, 
protect, restore the Spring Creek Watershed.  A short presentation will be 
done to describe history of the organization of the SCWC & SCWA.  Barn & 



 
pavilion rental would be $125 plus addition of extra time.  Pot luck 
suggested, but would provide drinks, paper goods, maybe provided via 
donations or the Commission.  Will ask Commission for $300 to support 
the event.  Adrienne will put together a Google sheet to RSVP and sign up 
for pot luck food.   
Todd suggested setting up a time line with listed accomplishments along 
the way.  E.g. drilling and bore hole ordinance.  Barbara F. suggested that 
the products and/or video produced from the event, be transferred to the 
Atlas website.   
Bob D. suggested jumping off the celebration event to get back to a yearly 
Spring Creek day, possibly calling it “Jim McClure Day.”  Or Jim McClure 
Memorial Day” event.  In the past, the 30 year tradition of Spring Creek 
Day was held early Sept.  We will have the Jim M. poster of everyone in the 
same bathtub at the 20 year celebration Sept. 10th.   
Partner Updates: Trout Unlimited – “Get Outdoors Family Fishing Picnic on 
June 12th, noon – 4pm at Tussey Mtn. ski area pond. Public invited. 

- Planning – putting together a workshop to look at TMDL issue; must wind 
its way around general forum.  This will be last SCWA meeting for Autumn.  
Another person will be assigned to attend SCWA meetings.   

- ClearWater – PSU wants to coordinate watershed clean-up with football 
players.  Fri. June 24, doing sections of I99 plus other areas.  Will bus 
football players out to site.  Provide lunch and doing all day clean-up of 
highway clean-up. 

- Bill Sharp, will be interviewing for a College Township council member 
position.   

- Barb F. Reminded us that we lost an important local conservationist 
recently, Bob Snetsinger. 

- Dedication of the Duck Pond plaque was Sunday, 15th to honor the work 
done by SCCTU in 1976, to separate Duck Pond water from cold Thompson 
Springs water.   

- Gordon D. Kissinger Meadow has had about 150 shrubs and trees planted.   
Todd G. gave handout “A Preview of the PGWA 2016 Summer Field 
Conference, June 10, 2016.  Demo of how to use a Sediment Filter Bag as a 
BMP to treat muddy air-rotary drilling water and contain the drill cuttings. 

- Suggestion made to have SCWA do a field trip related to our discussions. 



 
 
 


