
 
Spring Creek Watershed Association Meeting Minutes 

September 20, 2016 
7:30 AM to 9:30 AM 

Patton Township Municipal Building 
100 Patton Plaza, State College, PA 16803 

 
Welcome and Introduction 

Attendees: Bill Sharp (Chair), Bob Donaldson, Barbara Fisher, Adrienne Gemberling, Todd Giddings, Deb 
Nardone, Michele Halsell, Rob Cooper, Danielle Roslevich, Ann Donavan, Barbara Newell, Judi Sittler, 
Lexie Orr 

Michele Halsell informed the group of an event of interest on October 18th, 2016 
http://cgs.psu.edu/cgs/events/eventshere/so-you-think-you-have-water-issues 
Dr. Clive Lipchin, Director of the Center for Transboundary Water Management (Israel/Jordan/Palestine) 
Open Lecture: “So, you think you have water issues?”   
10:00AM-11:00AM, Foster Auditorium of the Pattee Library 
12:00 PM Lunch held by Hillel 
Master Class: “Impact of Development in the Spring Creek Watershed” 
1:00PM-4:00PM in the Borough Building 

Chairman’s Note:  Michele presented the program to the Spring Creek Watershed Commission 9/21 and 
they voted to sponsor the event and contribute $250.  Also note the Association voted to cancel its 
October 18th meeting in order to allow members to attend this event (see below). 

Monthly Educational Topic: Deb Nardone, Executive Director of ClearWater Conservancy  

Deb Nardone discussed work that ClearWater Conservancy is undergoing to create a strategic plan that 
reflects a common vision between the organization and the community for our region in 2050.  Surveys 
were conducted within the board, staff and local community. Additionally, the organization conducted 
one-on-one interviews with planning leaders. These surveys and interviews allowed the community and 
organization to rank the relevance of ClearWater Conservancy’s functions, uncertainties about these 
functions and top environmental issues to focus on in the future, which included water quality and 
quantity, global warming and critical habitat and land conservation.  All of this data is being used to 
create a vision, set of values and mission for ClearWater Conservancy’s strategic plan. A draft of each 
follows. 

Vision Statement (both statement and artistic rendering) 
Working together for people and place to nurture a healthy environment and thriving communities in the 
heart of PA. 
 
Values 
Focus on Future  
Inspire Exploration and Curiosity 
Lead through Engagement 

http://cgs.psu.edu/cgs/events/eventshere/so-you-think-you-have-water-issues


 
Apply Sound Science 
Seek Impact 
Act with Integrity 

Mission 
The mission of ClearWater Conservancy is to conserve and restore the natural resources of central PA 
through land conservation, water resource stewardship and environmental outreach for the community. 

Next steps include finalizing the vision, values and mission of ClearWater Conservancy and setting goals 
within a revitalized focus that will include the management of resources impacted by climate change, 
source water protection and the connection between human and environmental health.  The complete 
strategic plan will be unveiled at the Fall Annual Meeting at 6:30PM on October 28th at the Good 
Shepherd Hall in Grays Woods.  

ClearWater Conservancy has also made it to round 2 for the Centre Inspires Grant! This grant would 
allow ClearWater Conservancy to work in collaboration with a number of other organizations 
(Sustainable Communities, PVCA, Nittany Health, etc.) to create the “Centred Outdoors” program, which 
would aim to both illuminate the connection between human and environmental health and initiate 
environmental engagement through guided outings throughout Centre County. 

Association Business 

Atlas Progress Report 

The workgroup’s monthly meeting will be Thursday September 22nd from 1-3pm at the Patton Township 
Library. Bob Donaldson gave a general overview of the progress made on the Atlas. There is continued 
evaluation of the website and drafts of authored papers. Newest articles include information on 
common macro-invertebrates by Hannah Stout and the importance of forests to water quality by Bryan 
Swistock. Future articles topics include the economic value of local fisheries as well as regulations within 
the watershed.  Barbara Fisher noted that the Atlas is now passing from its infancy into adolescence 
thanks to Michele’s work, the addition of Lexie Orr and Barbara Newell’s contribution. 

Judi Sittler emphasized the importance of setting deadlines in order to make concrete progress. She also 
recognized the limited capacity of the workgroup to create a visually inspiring web design and suggested 
looking towards grant money. There was agreement that sites such as the Lake Champlain Atlas 
required strong partnerships, grant money and an extensive staff. However, there was no discussion on 
whether acquiring a grant to create a full-time staff position, graphic consultant or new website builder 
was possible. Barbara Fisher emphasized that the workgroup has been struggling with setting priorities 
and that we need to focus on the goal of getting the public to make sound land management decisions. 

Many ideas for content were brought up at the meeting. Bill Sharp recognized the timeline created for 
the Spring Creek Celebration as an ample source of information for the Atlas. Bob Donaldson reminded 
the group of the previous engagement of DEP and the general public on watershed issues. While DEP is 
less involved, there is still much needed improvement in areas like the Slab Cabin and Thompson Runs. 
Challenges ahead include increased development and the impact of climate change. This discussion 
developed into potential articles ideas for a new publication...(information below). 



 
Spring Creek Celebration Discussion 

Bill Sharp introduced the Spring Creek Celebration and timeline as stepping stones toward future 
projects such as reinstating Spring Creek Day and the Springs and Sinks publication.  

Spring Creek Day 

The group reached a consensus that Spring Creek Day should be revived. 

Barbara Fisher felt the purpose of the event should be the celebration of all of the accomplishments 
made within the watershed that year. The event would include representation of all organizations 
involved. Judi Sittler noted that the event also needed to focus on fun, educational activities for families. 
Possible locations along Spring Creek included Big Springs, Fisherman’s Paradise, Benner Township Park 
and Spring Creek Park. Bill Sharpe felt that PVCA’s Annual CrickFest would be a good model for us to 
follow. More information on committee formation, volunteer recruitment and resources required for 
such an event will manifest in future meetings, some in collaboration with PVCA. 

Chairman’s Note:  Michelle Halsell’s presentation on the educational topic at the Watershed Atlas 
meeting suggest a program for highlighting student projects as part of the Spring Creek Day festival.  We 
could have a contest for the best five to ten projects in the watershed.  This would fit into Barbara’s 
suggest of recognition of accomplishments. 

Springs and Sinks 

With further research into understanding our readership and possible collaborations, most agreed that 
some form of Springs and Sinks could be reinstated. Deb Nardone emphasized that Clearwater 
Conservancy is happy to continue to provide resources to support our enthusiasm. Adrienne noted how 
including new topics such as sourcewater and stormwater could help create valuable partnerships with 
other groups. Bill Sharp furthered this idea by suggesting that the publication be a central source of 
information on the watershed. A survey could be sent to the public to get an idea for public interest and 
awareness in watershed issues. 

Judi Sittler suggested writing articles for other organization’s publications such as the Lemont 
Newsletter as a starting point. The use of social media like Facbook, Instagram and Twitter could also be 
used to generate readership, especially within the younger population. Adrienne suggested sending out 
an email through the ClearWater Conservancy list to get a base readership of those interested. There 
was no consensus on whether the publication would be solely online or also in a paper form.  Bill:  
Springs and Sinks was discontinued apparently because of cost of publication and mailing.  There would 
be no such cost for a digital newsletter.  We just need content. 

New Business / Other Notes 

In an effort to attract new membership, the SCWA will begin holding meetings at various locations, 
along with other organizations/events and also at other times during the day. Next meeting will be at Dr. 
Clive Lipchin’s master class “Impact of Development in the Spring Creek Watershed” from 1:00PM-
4:00PM in the Borough Building. 

Rob Cooper noted that PSU reduced its C footprint to what it was 25 years ago! 



 
Bill Sharp brought up the idea of a central coordinating group for watershed issues and the creation of a 
watershed management plan.  

There was a great deal of discussion on stormwater management and Rob Cooper detailed Penn State’s 
stormwater management system and how stormwater ending up in Fox Hollow recharges groundwater 
while stormwater from core campus goes into Thompson Run.  He also discussed the complications in 
trying to model community-wide stormwater runoff. Having a speaker on the MS4 stormwater 
management plan could be helpful for the group. 

Rob Cooper explained the Chesapeake Bay Pollution Reduction Plan to meet targeted reductions of 
nitrogen, phosphorous and sediments. MS4 is involved in this and future projects will be identified for 
funding. He also noted that DEP only monitors farm and urban run-off. The white paper published by 
DEP outlined how wastewater treatment plants have already done their job. 

Partner Updates 

Adrienne Gemberling 

The Water Resources Monitoring Project hosted a funder and landowner appreciation event on Friday 
September 23rd at Millbrook Marsh Nature Center.  The monitoring project committee members and 
water resources coordinator presented on the Geology of the Spring Creek Watershed and its effect on 
our water resources and then took to the field for macroinvertebrate and electrofishing 
demonstrations.  

Bill Sharp 

The Transition Centre website is in a rebranding transition that will be re-launched on a new web 
builder. The aim of the website is to support sustainability efforts throughout the community. 

Bill also presented information on the politics of sustaining a watershed to an environmental politics 
class at PSU Altoona this afternoon. His talk focused on what we’ve accomplished and where we’re 
going. 

Judi Sittler 

In coordination with Trout Unlimited, both Wednesday and Friday of this week, some PSU workers are 
planting at the duck pond. Repair work will also be done on the dike.  

The youth fly fishing team from the high school Delta Program will help with planting work in front of 
the Jeep dealership on Thompson Run. Trout Unlimited is also installing a tank for live trout at the 
school. 

Trout Unlimited will host another Get Outdoors day in June to help families fish out at Tussey Pond 

www.nationalgetoutdoorsday.org 

Next Meeting:  
Next meeting will be at Dr. Clive Lipchin’s master class “Impact of Development in the Spring Creek 
Watershed” from 1:00PM-4:00PM in the Borough Building. 
http://cgs.psu.edu/cgs/events/eventshere/so-you-think-you-have-water-issues 

       

http://www.nationalgetoutdoorsday.org/
http://cgs.psu.edu/cgs/events/eventshere/so-you-think-you-have-water-issues

