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Notes 

Attendees: Bob Donaldson, Judi Sittler, Adrienne Gemberling, Barbara Fisher, Paul Bartley, 

Autumn Radle,  Ann Donovan, Jim Gaza, Denny Hameister, Todd Giddings, Barbara Newell, Rob 

Cooper, Bob Eberhart,  Michelle Halsell,  Bob Carline,  Mike Schmidt and Kevin Abbey. 

Educational Presentation 

 Bryan Swistock, a Senior Extension Associate at Penn State,  gave a talk entitled The  

Importance of Forests to Clean Water.  He discussed  the definition of watersheds and how 

forests and other natural landscapes play vital roles in providing clean and abundant 

groundwater and surface water. He discussed the definition of watersheds and the hydrologic 

cycle in natural watersheds.  He explained the effects of forests on water movement and 

emphasized their vital importance to infiltration.  He concluded with a description of how land 

use changes can alter the ability of the forest to provide clean and abundant water and how 

best management practices can be used to minimize the impacts of land use changes. 

Barbara Fisher asked Brian if highlights of forestry hydrology might be included in the 

Watershed Atlas.  Bob  Donaldson followed up and asked Bryan if he might be willing to 

prepare material for inclusion in the Atlas.  Bryan agreed to consider this and said that he might 

be able to assist in providing information on forest hydrology, ground water and groundwater 

problems associated with private wells. 

Bryan said that there are many webinars and slide presentations about water available on a 

Penn State Extension website ( http://extension.psu/water).      



Association Business 

Bob Donaldson, reporting for the Atlas Workgroup, said that a Technical  Advisory Group (Todd 

Giddings, Paul Bartley and Bob Vierck) been formed to assist the Steering Committee with 

technical aspects of the website.   

 Speakers for Association Meetings were discussed.  Suggestions included some one working on 

a particular topic for the Atlas, someone from the Senor Environmental Corp, PSU faculty 

members with relevant expertise, (e.g. GPS, environmental law, land use regulations) and  local 

municipal officials or staff.  

There was discussion of having a paid note taker to take and prepare meeting notes.  The 

Watershed Commission is currently considering how it can acquire a similar person for its own 

meetings.  Denny Hameister  said that the Commission would discuss this at its next meeting 

and he would ask whether the Commission might pay for a note taker for the Association. 

Judi Sittler said that she has served as Association Chair for two years and that it may be time 

for a new one. There was a brief discussion of the duties of the Chair.  It was suggested that Bill 

Sharp (not present at the meeting) would be a capable Chair.  Judi will contact Bill about this. 

Reports from Members 

Judi Sittler reported that results of a water- oriented survey conducted by Professor Tim Kelsey 

and some of his students in  the  Penn State Sustainable Communities Initiative are available. 

The Watershed Association and Trout Unlimited assisted with the survey.  Judi suggested that 

the data might be edited a bit and then be included in the Atlas. 

Autumn Radle reported that a proposal for a nutrient credit trading program is being 

considered by the Centre Region Planning Agency. 

Rob Cooper reported that Ferguson Township is considering either buying a forested  property 

itself or  buying the  development rights of the property located behind the Waffle Shop on 

West College Avenue. The purpose is to prevent development. 

Paul Bartley said that a new canoe access at the confluence of Spring Creek and the Bald Eagle 

Creek is nearly complete.  The project is a joint effort of Milesburg Borough, The Western 

Pennsylvania Conservancy, the Centre County Canoe Club, the Bald Eagle Watershed 

Association and the Centre County Conservation District.  Another access is to be built on the 

Bald Eagle Creek  near the Curtin Bridge. 

Bob Eberhart asked whether the Association should keep itself informed of  developments , e.g. 

the Toll Brothers development in Ferguson Township, that might create stormwater problems 



or contaminate ground water.  Should the Association sometimes take a position in such 

controversies?  Paul Bartley reminded us that the Association had taken a position when 

ownership of the Spring Creek Canyon was being debated.                                                                                                        

  


