
 

Spring Creek Watershed Association Meeting 

April 19, 2016 
7:30 A.M. to 9:30 a.m. 

Patton Township Municipal Building 
100 Patton Place, State College. PA 16803 

Notes 

Attendees: Bob Donaldson, Judi Sittler, Barbara Fisher, Bill Sharp, Paul Bartley, Autumn Radle,  
Adrienne Gemberling, Todd Giddings, Bob Carline, Bob Eberhart, Ann Donovan, Jim Gazza, 
Renee Chernega, Rob Cooper, Renee Swancer, Mike Schmidt, Bob Vierck, Barbara Newell 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
Renee Swancer asked for and made a short presentation regarding bio solids being 
spread on farms.  She is concerned that her private property well is threatened by the 
Spicer farm (who stopped the spreading) and other farms, applying bio hazard material 
within source water protection area.  She has been bringing this issue to the attention 
to the various townships and organizations related to water. 
 

2. Presentation:  Chloride in the Spring Creek Watershed 

                          Adrienne Gemberling, Water Resource Monitoring Project 

Summary of the WRMP was provided.  Human usage includes fertilizer, water softeners, 

deicers.  Almost 80% of our ground water moves to surface water.  Road deicer 

percolates into ground water or washes directly into streams.  Chloride toxicity affects 

aquatic organisms, EPA stream standards, EPA drinking water standards.   Study looked 

at surface and groundwater.  Compared chloride in 2014 to today’s study.  No sites 

exceeded the EPA water quality standards. (230 mg/l)   Limestone a good filter but we 

also have sink holes.  From 1999 – 2014 there is significant increase in chloride.  

Development produces more roads, etc.  In 50 years, we could be approaching water 

quality standard limits at some locations.  Methods to reduce chloride include: decrease 

application, alternatives to straight rock salt, use mechanical snow removal as early as 

possible, use technology in salt trucks.   

3. Association Business 



SCWA/SCWC celebration.  Sept. 1996 was the International Stewardship visit.  Bill Sharp 
has DVD of initial panel, report, video of the visit.  We have at least 4 people that were 
present at the original meeting 20 years ago.  Bill S. said it would be nice to have an oral 
history.  Wants to form a committee to decide what to do.   Denny H. is talking about a 
dinner.  Open to public was suggested.  August/September target date.  Bob E., Bob D., 
Bob C. and Barbara F. were in original attendance.  Bob E. suggested that the original 
report listed some goals and those goals should be looked at related to what has been 
achieved.  Bob E. floated the idea of having a second visitation/study of the watershed.   
 
Todd G. brought up the question a possible presentation of the “other side of the issue” 
presented today by Renee Swancer.  (bio solids land application) For example, a DEP 
representative.  Discussion regarding the level of concern about this issue.  Various 
practices of how to control the negative aspects of the spreading practices.  (e.g. what 
PSU is doing to control nitrogen percolating to ground water.)  Paul B. pointed out that 
Bellefonte produces a class B product where as UAJA produces a class A product. 
 
Atlas Update – Bob D. presented atlas workgroup update.  April 28 is next meeting.  Las 
meeting had discussion of working with the several committees and selection of authors 
to do agreed upon topics.  How do they handle a discussion of the topic with the 
authors.  We do have a protocol for the committees.  Bob C. has written version 21 of 
the outline.  Gary Peterson has been invited to do a “page” related to soils as they relate 
to water.  Gary is a member of the State College Water Authority.  There were questions 
about the atlas.  Will it be interactive, etc.  That will be determined as time goes on.  
Bob C. will get Matt Royer for regulations/regulatory controls.  May want a page or two 
regarding trout fishing.  Todd G. and Bill S. will arrange to have CNET release the 
Stormwater presentation given to the Commission by Todd G.   
 

 Barbara F. suggested we announce the CNET airings of the commission presentations. 
 www.cnet1.org     
 
 Spring Creek Clean-up is Saturday.   
  Earth Day Birthday was last Sunday.  Good weather and good attendance. 

Stormwater Workshop in Ferguson Township, by PSU students and Matt Royer 
PSU studied ways to decrease ground water withdrawal.  Pipe has been installed in the 

event that it will be used for a new system.  DEP says that the pipe is contrary to regulations.  
The pipe would be used when they were able to use for beneficial re-use water for flushing 
toilets, etc.  Now they must defend their plan.   

SCCTU will have a Get Outdoors Family Fishing Picnic at Tussey Mtn, Ski area pond.   
June 12th.  Noon – 4pm. 

Garden Starters had successful work done at Millbrook Marsh.   
TU will commemorate the work done by SCCTU at the Duck Pond.  A plaque will be 

dedicated.  Will plant a tree in commemoration.  Dike was built in 1977 to separate Thompson 
Run water from warm Duck Pond water. 

 Centre Co. Conservation tour May 13th.   
 
 

http://www.cnet1.org/


 
 
  
 
   

 

  
  

 The next meeting of the Association will be held on May 17th at 7:30 a.m. in the Patton 
Township Municipal Building.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


