
 
Spring Creek Watershed Association Meeting 

November 15th, 2016 
7:30 AM to 9:30 AM 

Patton Township Municipal Building 
100 Patton Plaza, State College PA 16803 

 

Agenda 
 

1. Welcome & Introductions 

Attendees:  Bob Donaldson,  Bob Eberhart, Barb Fisher, Rob Cooper, Ann Donovan, Cory Miller, Dave 
Smith, Barbara Newell, Bill Sharp, Judi Sittler, Walt Ebaugh, Adrienne Gemberling 

2. Monthly Educational Topic: Walt Ebaugh, “We Are Not Downstream From Anywhere.  Water 
Resources of the Centre Region.” 

Walt grew up in State College, earned two degrees in geology from Penn State, with an MS focusing on 
hydrogeology and received a PhD in geology at the University of Colorado.  He worked for the USGS and 
at the Geology Department of Allegheny College before returning to State College to start his own 
hydrogeologic consulting business, Nittany Geoscience. The business worked both on developing wells 
for industries and municipalities and controlling and cleaning up groundwater contamination at 
industrial sites. During the 1990s the business more than doubled the wellfield capacity of the State 
College Borough Water Authority.  In 1998 Walt sold the business, stayed on for three years to get staff 
integrated into the acquiring entity, and retired in 2001. Now, Walt serves on the board of UAJA, the 
local sewer authority. 

Based on how quickly the population of the Spring Creek Watershed is growing, how will we meet future 
demands? With most of our drinking water coming from wells, groundwater recharge needs to be a 
focus. Beneficial reuse could be one solution to this issue. Slides for the presentation are attached. 

Discussion Following Presentation 

Todd noted that the quality of the beneficial reuse water means that it could be injected into wells. 
Barbara was worried about endocrine disrupters getting into our drinking water. Cory thought an 
alternative option could be to inject beneficial reuse water into our drinking water system. The only way 
to ensure no contamination occurs is to make sure the aquifer is protected from inputs (even rain water 
is polluted). Most sewage treatment plants put things like endocrine disrupters and chloride back into 
the stream. Some put chloride discharge into compost. Chloride is not in beneficial reuse. Endocrine 
disrupters are destroyed by ozone then the constituents are put back into the stream. Regulatory 
restrictions currently classify beneficial reuse as sewage, which prevents it from being pumped 
underground. 

 Walt explained that the arid southwest is using indirect potable reuse water that is diluted in water 
reservoirs.  



 
The SCBWA wellfields are essentially drought proofed, so its capacity is beyond our need. However, we 
would like to avoid using so much water that Slab Cabin Run would go dry. On the other hand, Perizak 
thinks that Slab Cabin Run seasonally going dry is natural.  

3. Association Business 

a. Atlas Progress Report – Bob Donaldson 

Walt will write an Atlas article on beneficial reuse. The Atlas website is close to 
going public. Bob E and Bob C made outlines of changes to make to the website 
before it is publically launched. The workgroup will ask for permission to go live 
at the next SCWC meeting. The site needs to go live so that people can know 
about the project and get involved. Lexie is working with Michele Halsell (PSU) 
and Jim Flanagan (PVCA) on a DEP Environmental Education grant to help build 
the education material for the website as well as create more formal education 
programs at the Penns Valley and State College area schools. There is a meeting 
on December 8th to review the proposal before it’s submitted. 

b. ARAVA Institute Master Class Discussion 

The ARAVA Institute master class discussion resulted in a general agreement 
between groups that Spring Creek needs a watershed management plan. Bill 
noted that Denny started Phase I, and now it’s time to move to Phase II. Bob D 
wondered if we need to redo Phase I. Todd said that Phase II was voted down by 
the commission. A watershed plan tells to you what kind of watershed you want 
to be. 

Walt suggested we take a trip to Harrisburg to change the classification of 
beneficial reuse. The Clean Stream Law adopted by the state of PA would need 
to be amended. 

Todd moved that the SCWA support the development of a Watershed Plan. Judi 
seconded the motion. The motion unanimously passed.  

There was discussion about the State Water Plan, which is voluntary, and about 
partners that should come to the table to discuss the Spring Creek Watershed 
Plan. 

The watershed plan will be added to our next agenda. 

 

 



 
4. Approval of Minutes  

Judi made a motion to approve the minutes from the September 20th meeting. 
Barbara seconded the motion. The minutes were unanimously approved. 

5. Partner Updates 

a. Trout Unlimited – Judi 

TU partnered with PSU to improve the duck pond. The Spring Creek Chapter of TU 
won the Golden Trout award. November 20th, there is a child protection training on 
sexual abuse awareness and how to report child abuse. 

b. UAJA – Cory 

UAJA was awarded Water Utility of the Future Today. There are only 66 of these 
awards worldwide. 

c. ClearWater Conservancy – Adrienne 

New projects include Centred Outdoors, the Slab Cabin Run Initiative and the 
Watershed Cleanup. 

6. Next Meeting:  January 17th, 2017 (NOTE: THERE IS NO DECEMBER MEETING) 

 

          


